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ceived on the Extremities of fome of the Branches, 
are anew Proof of this Conjefture. The Stone hap- 
pening afterwards to loofen itfelf, may have occa- 
sioned to the Patient all thofe Symptoms that befel 
him at laft, and afterwards Death itfelf. This Opinion 
may appear extraordinary to able Lithotomifts, and I 
willingly fubmit it to their better Underftaning. 

Salien r Surgeon. 



VI. Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. ^Pr. R. S. hk 
Anfwer to the Marquis die Caumont s 
Letter, concerning this Stone $ tranjlated 
from the Latin by Tho. Stack, M. T>. RK.S. 

My LORD, 

I Am extremely obliged for the Favour of your 
Lordfhip s Letter, and the inclofed Figure and Ac- 
count of a Stone taken out of the Bladder j which is 
fo fingular, that among fome Hundreds of thofe in 
my Pofifeilion, I have not any that comes near it. 
Once indeed I had under my Care a Gentleman be- 
tween fixty and feventy Years of Age, who had extra- 
ordinary Difficulties in making Water, and an Incon- 
veniency even beyond that $ which was, that he could 
not fit in an ordinary Chair without fufFering ex- 
tremely in the Region of the ^Peritonaeum. With the 
Help of lenient foft Medicines and Waters, he voided 
by the Urethra a Stone, which was flat in the Middle, 
-and fmooth, but had five Points, refembling the Rowel 

of 
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of a Spur. The Points of the Rays were ftarp, but 
there were no Afperities or Cryftallizations on theit 
Surfaces. It was fmall, fo as after many Days to pafs 
along the Urethra ; But if it had not patted through 
the Neck of the Bladder, but remain'd in the Blad- 
der, it would, in all Probability, have attra&ed Mat- 
ter to all the Poiflts or Rays, and increafed in allDi- 
menfions. 

It is very common, that when any extraneous folid 
Subftance gets* into the Bladder, there is either attra&ed 
to it, or adheres to and furrounds it, a tartareous cal- 
culous Concretion, which aflumes the Figure of the 
faid Body now in its Centre, as a Nucleus. 

There was a Soldier cut in St. Thomas's Hofpital, 
London, for the Stone, which, when taken out, was 
found to cover a Mufquet- bullet, that had been (hot 
into his Bladder, where it was covered by a calculous 
Concretion. 

I have a filver Bodkin, which a Gentlewoman ufed 
for her Hair; and thinking with it to thruft back a 
Stone that was engaged in the Neck of her Bladder, 
it flipp'ct into it, and the calculous Matter gather'd 
on the larger End into a Stone of an oblong Figure, 
and equal Thicknefs, of half an Inch all round the 

Bodkin. 

I have likewife a common Pin, which by fome 
means or other had got into the Bladder of a young 
Woman, and was there coated all over by a calculous 
Matter 5 but having occafion'd a fiftulous Ulcer in her 
Groin, it was difcharged thence with the Matter of 

the Fiftula. 

It is in this manner that Bezoars are formed : for I 
have the common Eaft-India Bezoars, which are 

Ccc roundifh ; 
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roundi£h> and have in their Centres the Seeds of a 
fort of Acacia^ which had attra&ed, or was coated 
over by that Subftance, cfteem'd a great Cordial or 
Alexipharmac\ while others are long, and are gathered 
in Layers or Coats upon the Stalks of Vegetables. 
And I have one form'd round the Stone of that great 
Plum, which comes pickled from thence, and is called 
Mango. 

As to the Afperities or Prickles on the Rays, they 
are taken notice of, fo long fuice as the Time of 
Cornelius Celfus, who, Lib. VII. c. 26. calls them 
Calculi Spinoji. 

It may feem very ftrange and paradoxical, what I 
can aflure your Lordftiip is true, that the fewer the 
Knobs, Afperities or Prickles are on the Surface of 
Calculi, the more troublefome they are to the Per- 
fons in whofe Bladders they lie. Dr. Hickes, a very 
learned Divine here, and defervedly famous for 
his Knowledge in Antiquities and the Northern Lan- 
guages, was the moft tormented with the Stone in his 
Bladder of any I ever knew, efpecially upon any Mo- 
tion. He would not fubmit to be cut for the Diftem- 
per, upon the account of his Age, and many other 
Reafons 5 but ordered his Executors, that he fhould be 
open'd after Death, and the Stone taken out of his 
Bladder, put into a fdverBox, and given tome, who 
had been his Phyfician for many Years, to place it in 
my Colle&ion of fuch kind of Curiofities. What is 
very particular in this Stone, is P that the Protuberances 
and Prickles upon it were few, and at a Diftance from 
each other. Every one of them had made a Hole in 
his Bladder, like a Sheath or Socket ; and when, up- 
on Motion, they were removed out of their corre- 

fponding 
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fponding Sheaths, they hurt the Bladder in the found 
Parts, and put him upon the Rack of Pain. 

When they are thick-fet, one hinders the other 
from entering t>r wounding fo deep 5 and perhaps gets 
not much farther than the Mucus which lines the In- 
fide of the Bladder. 

I hope your Lordfhip will pardon my not anfwer- 
ing your Letter fooner : * ** By the hafty Account of 
feveral Matters of Fad and Obfervations that occur'd 
to my Memory, relating to the Subjed of that very 
uncommon Stone, you will fee, that I am very far 
from being able to fatisfy you about its odd Figure, 
or fay any thing better on the Caufes of it, than yoiic 
Lordfliip, or the skilful and accurate Surgeon who 
attended the Patient, have thought reafonable. How- 
ever, by this it will appear, that I am extremely glad 
upon every Occafion to fhew the greateft Refped, 
with which I have the Honour to be, 

My LOR<D, 

Tour Lordjhi/s 

Moft humble and mofi 
obedient Servant, 

Hans Sloane* 
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